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1. IN PRESS CONPERENCE ON MAY 8 GENERAL EDMOND LAITMER 
NEWLY-APPOINTED (JANUARY 7) GOVERNOR GREEK CIVIL AVIATION 
AUTHORITY STATED THAT HIS AGENCY BELIEVES THAT EXISTING 
AIRPORT AT ELLINIKON MUST MOVE TO NEW SITE WHICH SHOULD MEET 
FOLLOWING BASIC CRITERIA (1) ACCOMMODATE RAPIDLY GROWING 
FUTURE AIRCRAFT AND PASSENGER TRAFFIC (2) ALLOW FOR RAPID 
TRANSIT OF PASSENGERS TO AND FROM AIRPORT (3) ENSURE 

FLIGHT SAFETY (4) BE FREE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DISTRESS AND NOISE 
FOR THE POPULATION. NEW SITE WILL BE SELECTED ON BASIS OF 
SPECIAL SURVEY; HOWEVER GENERAL LAITMER NOTED THAT QUESTION 
OF AIRPORT SITE PALLS IN GREEK GOVERNMENT'S SPHERE. 

2. GENERAL LAITMER'S STATEMENT WAS PROMPTLY FOLLOWED 
BY STATEMENT ON MAY 9 BY TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
MINISTER TZAVELLAS. QUOTE STATEMENTS BY CIVIL AVIATION 
AUTHORITY GOVERNOR MADE IN YESTERDAY'S PRESS CONFERENCE 
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VIEWS ON QUESTION CENTRAL ATHENS AIRPORT. IN ACCORDANCE 
POLICY LAID DOWN BY PREMIER ADAMANTIOS ANDROUTSOPOULOS, 
THE GOVERNMENT IS STUDYING THOROUGHLY THIS SERIOUS 
PROBLEM WITH THE PUBLIC INTEREST SOLELY IN MIND. 

IT WILL SOON ANNOUNCE ITS DECISIONS ON THIS MATTER UNQUOTE. 

COMMENT: THIS WOULD APPEAR TO BE ANOTHER NON-EVENT IN LONG 
AND TORTURED DELIVERATIONS TOWARD EINDING WAY TO 
ACCOMODATE AIR TRAEEIC EXPECTED HERE IN NEXT DECADE. IT 
DOES, HOWEVER, REFLECT DIEFERENCE IN VIEWPOINT OP EXPERT 
(LAITMER) WHO DIRECTLY CONPRONTED WITH PROBLEM AND 
GOVERNMENT (TZAVELLAS) WHICH PRESENTLY ASSIGNS HIGH 
PRIORITY TO HOLDING DOWN GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES 
AS WELL AS AVERTING EXPROPRIATIONS. TASCA 
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